8/3/26, 2:15 PM Advocacy Alert: Public Hearing on updates to the Winslow Subarea and Comprehensive Plans

Housing Resources Bainbridge

ADVOCACY ALERT

Update
On Thursday, May 14, 2026 at 6:00 pm, Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on
the draft Comprehensive Plan and draft Winslow Subarea Plan. The hearing concerns two

ordinances:

e Ordinance No. 2026-04: Adopting updates to the Winslow Subarea Plan and periodic
update to the Comprehensive Plan.

¢ Ordinance No. 2026-05: Making the code changes necessary to implement those
updates.

Planning Commission will recommend that City Council adopt, adopt with changes, or deny.
City Council will then hold its own public hearings to review and possibly revise the
ordinances before taking final action.

Background

Like all Washington cities and counties planning under the 1990 Growth Management Act,
the city of Bainbridge Island is required to write and periodically update a comprehensive
plan. These 20-year plans outline goals and methods for accommodating expected
population growth and address concerns such as transportation, economic development,
climate change, and housing. 95% of Washingtonians live in communities subject to the
Growth Management Act.

In 2019, the state passed House Bill 1220, which refined the housing element of the
comprehensive plan. In the past, jurisdictions only needed to show that their development
regulations would enable enough housing to be built for the expected increase in
population. Today, they are required to show that those regulations will enable housing that
is affordable to households at specific income brackets.

Under HB 1220 Bainbridge is expected to plan for 1,977 new homes, 1,139 of which must
be affordable to low-income households. Since low-density housing is inherently
unaffordable on Bainbridge Island, meeting this requirement will entail added density and
new affordable housing tools.
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The deadline for the city’s comprehensive plan update was December 31, 2024. This past
January and a full year late, Bainbridge Island was chosen for the new Housing
Accountability Act Selected Review process. As part of the process, Department of
Commerce staff are providing technical support to help the city update its plan and enabling
regulations to comply with HB 1220.

Action

Submit written comment to pcd@bainbridgewa.gov by 4:00 pm on May 14 (specify that
your comment applies to Ordinance No. 2026-04 and No. 2026-05) or deliver comment in
person or via Zoom during the public hearing portion of the meeting. See item 4 in the
meeting agenda for instructions on giving public comment. Note that remote public
comment requires advance notice to the Planning Community Development Department at
pcd@bainbridgewa.gov by noon on the date of the meeting.

Key points to include in your comment

The plans and ordinances are complicated. You don’t need to weigh in on the details.
What’s most important is that you express strong support for affordable housing and the
policy and code changes that will make it possible.

e These updates are about more than complying with state law. They are an
opportunity to create local code that will facilitate the creation of affordable housing.

¢ | support the adoption of changes to our Winslow Subarea and Comprehensive Plan
that bring more affordable housing to our island.

¢ | support more affordable housing on Bainbridge Island because... Here is an
opportunity to get personal. What is your vision for your community and how does
affordable housing support it? How has access to an affordable home or the lack of it
impacted your life and/or that of your family, friends, colleagues, and neighbors?

Meeting details

Thursday, May 14, 2026 at 6:00 pm

Bainbridge Island City Hall, Council Chambers
280 Madison Ave N.

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
https://bainbridgewa.zoom.us/j/86561143070

OO0

https://mailchi.mp/114f4140320e/advocacy-alert-public-hearing-on-updates-to-the-winslow-subarea-and-comprehensive-plans

2/3


https://www.facebook.com/HRBainbridge
https://www.facebook.com/HRBainbridge
https://www.instagram.com/housing_resources_bainbridge
https://www.instagram.com/housing_resources_bainbridge
mailto:pcd@bainbridgewa.gov
https://bainbridgeislandwa.portal.civicclerk.com/event/1163/files/agenda/8237
https://bainbridgewa.zoom.us/j/86561143070

8/3/26, 2:15 PM Advocacy Alert: Public Hearing on updates to the Winslow Subarea and Comprehensive Plans
iy, HOUSING

HRB RESOURCES
BAINBRIDGE
Copyright (C) 2026 Housing Resources Bainbridge. All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe

https://mailchi.mp/114f4140320e/advocacy-alert-public-hearing-on-updates-to-the-winslow-subarea-and-comprehensive-plans 3/3


https://housingresourcesbi.us13.list-manage.com/profile?u=8f57d97f6822f61f41a6de5dd&id=6756225321&e=[UNIQID]&c=1f3732c1a8
https://housingresourcesbi.us13.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=8f57d97f6822f61f41a6de5dd&id=6756225321&t=b&e=[UNIQID]&c=1f3732c1a8

